
Page 1

Spring to Christmas 2019

Issue no 36
Dec 2019

                Contents

. BB&O League
   Matches 2019

. The Weirdest Weather
   in July

. BB&O Academy
   Stablefords

. Summer Meeting
   @ Witney Lakes Resort

. Midlands South Champs
   @ Gaudet Luce GC

. Alresford Cup
   @ Alresford GC

. Outside Honours

. Life After County Juniors

. Ox-Calf & Teddy Trophy
   @ Kirtlington GC

. Nicola Sparks Memorial
   @ Burford GC

. Academy Skills Day 
   @ Kirtlington GC

. Christmas Jamboree
   @ The Play day

. Play Days 2020

BB&O League Matches in 2019

Oxfordshire County Girls

We compete annually against Bucks & Berks in scratch and handicap matches to establish 
which county will represent BB&O in the Midlands South Finals Day. The counties in the 
northern area of the Midlands South region, who mirror what we do, are Worcestershire & 
Herefordshire, Warwickshire and Northamptonshire. 

The BB&O scratch matches consist of 3 pairs of better ball, but the format in the MS 
Scratch Finals is 6 singles match-play. The handicap matches are for girls with handicaps 
16-36 and, in the qualifying stage, we play 5 singles using full handicap difference. In the 
MS Handicap Finals there are only 3 singles matches to be played.

We lost 3-0 to Bucks in the scratch at Oxford GC in May despite a valiant performance by 
our team of pairings - Grace Boag-Matthews & Ellie Phillips, Chloe Stanley & Megan 
Bishop and Freya Coughlan & Allie Holtom. 

SCRATCH!

O X F O R D S H I R EO X F O R D S H I R E BuckinghamshireBuckinghamshirev
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BB&O League Matches in 2019 Continued

In the handicap league, our team of (from left) Holly Gibbs, Gracie Gillespie, Allie Holtom, Elizabeth Ball and 
Ellie Mitchell won against Berks 3-0 at The Springs. Our Junior Captain, Mairi Weir, who is standing behind Allie, took time 
off from studying to support the girls.

Oxon’s good form continued, and they halved the away match against Bucks at Harleyford GC. Grace Beardsley from Drayton 
Park took Ellie’s place that day.

As Oxon had the better points score, we qualified to represent BB&O in the Handicap Finals held at Overstone Park Resort in 
Northamptonshire. Our opposition was Worcestershire & Herefordshire who were also representing the northern area in the 
Scratch Finals.

O X F O R D S H I R EO X F O R D S H I R E B E R K S H I R EB E R K S H I R Ev

O X F O R D S H I R EO X F O R D S H I R E BuckinghamshireBuckinghamshirev
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O X F O R D S H I R EO X F O R D S H I R E WORCESTERSHIRE 
& HEREFORDSHIRE
WORCESTERSHIRE 
& HEREFORDSHIREv

BB&O League Matches in 2019 Continued

It was a very blustery day and, although some fairways were spacious, the rough was penal. A good shot could easily be blown 
off course into thick, gnarly grass but our team coped magnificently with the conditions and we won the final 3-0. There were 
many great shots to remember from all three girls, but Grace Beardsley’s tee shot on the par 3 17th which soared high above 
& over a lake, landing 3 feet from the pin was perhaps the sweetest. She duly sunk the putt for a birdie to win her match. 
Awesome! Bucks also won 4-2 against Worcestershire & Herefordshire in the Scratch Final which made it a great day for BB&O.

Winners!

Our victorious and happy team of Grace Beardsley, Allie Holtom and Gracie Gillespie

And the all-important fatherly, support team of Mat Beardsley, Garry Holtom and Colin Gillespie

Dads! ! !
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The Weirdest Weather in July

On the 25th July the Midlands South Team Stableford at Bicester had to be cancelled because of almost tropical temperatures 
of 34 degrees. This was a disappointment to all concerned especially Northants who oversaw the organisation of the event.
 
Three days later we managed to play our scratch match against Berks at Goring but on the following Tuesday the heavens 
opened, and monsoon rain poured down on the players in the invitational match against Tadmarton Heath ladies. Everyone 
gallantly struggled to play but eventually the match had to be abandoned finishing on the 11th hole. Fortunately, there was a 
delicious high tea awaiting the competitors when they finally got dry. The girls will claim they won as they were leading at the 
time the match was abandoned but an honourable half is the true result.

From the left are Wendy, Tia, Barbara, Thelma, Elizabeth, Mairi, Sue, Sophie, Holly, Gill, Hilary & Freya

BB&O Academy Stablefords

These 3 competitions are open to all participants in their county’s Academy or Coaching programmes. The format is stableford 
and usually 9 and 18 holes are offered.

Bucks hold their event in April or May at Wexham Park GC, Oxon in July at Kirtlington GC and Berks in August at Winter 
Hill GC.

Our event in July was won by Chloe Walkington from Berks with 37pts who loves the Kirtlington course and always plays well 
there. Ciara Egan from Bucks was in second place, losing out on count-back, and Oxfordshire’s Ellie Phillips came third with 
36pts.

At Winter Hill, our girls just missed out on the prizes with Elizabeth Ball reducing her handicap and Ellie Phillips & Freya 
Coughlan playing to theirs.
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Summer Meeting at Witney Lakes – 11th August

There was a warm welcome awaiting the girls at Witney Lakes. It was a course that many had never played before and you can 
tell from the results that they certainly enjoyed the experience. We were also delighted to discover another junior girl who is a 
member there and Ruby now takes part in county events.

Grace Beardsley emerged the winner of the 18-hole stableford with 42pts. Mairi Weir was a close second with 41 and 
Gracie Gillespie came third with 40pts. The 2018 Junior Captain, Izy Edwards, kindly presented the trophy & prizes to the 
18-hole winners

Scarlett Jenkins was the prize winner in the 9-hole competition with 27pts and Jojo Freeman and Kirsty Soffe were 1st and 
2nd in the Short Course event.

The Lady President presented the prizes to Scarlett, Jojo and Kirsty.
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Another lovely but challenging golf course for the entrants to play in the 36 hole Championship. The first round was played in 
glorious sunshine but the heavens opened towards the end of the second 18 and some girls were soaked to the skin by the time 
they had completed their round.

Oxon had 3 girls competing, Mairi Weir, Freya Coughlan and Allie Holtom. We were so pleased that they had entered as 
Gaudet Luce is near Droitwich and a long way from Oxfordshire. Sadly, it was too far for any Berkshire girls to make 
the journey.

However, it was worth setting off at the crack of dawn for Freya who, with nett scores of 68 and 67 for her two rounds, was 
presented with the Midlands South Nett Championship Trophy by the Club Captain.

Midlands South Championships 
at Gaudet Luce GC – 27th  August
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Alresford Cup at Alresford GC – 29th September

This team competition has been running for a number 
of years, but this was the first time that Oxfordshire 
had been invited to participate. Bucks had withdrawn 
and it is preferable for the start sheet to have 9 counties 
playing. Apart from Oxfordshire there were teams from 
Berkshire, Hampshire, Dorset, Middlesex, Wiltshire, 
Kent, Sussex and Surrey.

It is run along similar lines to our Midlands South 
Team Stableford. Indeed, it was the template for our 
event. Each county brings a team of 6 girls in prescribed 
handicap bands which are spread between single figure 
and 30. At the time, we didn’t have a single figure 
handicapper available so Freya Coughlan had to play 
off 9 instead of 10 to fit into the 0-9 band and, in the 
band 10-15, Elizabeth Ball had to play off 15 
rather than her own handicap of 16. This was purely for 
calculating the team score; for the individual scoring, 
everyone played off their own handicap.

Alresford is a fantastic venue for such a tournament and with 9 county teams, plus supporters, it had the feel of a Ladies’ 
European Tour event especially around the 1st and 10th tees where everyone congregated to watch the girls drive off.

It is the best 4 stableford scores out of 6 that count towards the team trophy and Middlesex came top with 154pts. Second were 
Hampshire with 151pts and Oxfordshire finished 3rd with 146pts just beating Sussex who had the same score as our team but, 
in the event of a tie, the 5th best score is counted. 

Our score was greatly helped by Ellie Phillips who won the individual prize with 45 pts. She played 8 under her handicap on 
the day.

Back Row – Megan, Heather & Holly, Front Row – Elizabeth, Ellie & Freya
You will notice that someone is missing from the team photograph. Grace Beardsley had her own special photo call.

Ellie being presented with her prize by the founder of the 
Alresford Cup.
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Outside Honours

Every year the St Andrews University Ladies’ Golf Club, in conjunction with the R&A and the Links Trust, organises the 
Schoolgirls’ Championships for budding, female golfers who are of school age. 

There is the Renee Powell Cup scratch tournament for handicaps up to 12.4 and the Carol Kaufman Shield stableford 
competition for handicaps 13 to 24. It involves 54 holes of golf held over 3 days and attracts competitors from all over the 
world. We were delighted that three of our county girls entered the event and we hope more will do the same in 2020. 

Olivia Steel from Henley GC had amazing rounds of 42pts, 43pts and 37pts to win the Carol Kaufman Shield and, of course 
like Open Champions before her, had her photo taken at the iconic Swilcan Bridge

Elizabeth Ball  from Drayton Park GC was the 
worthy winner of the Junior Girls’ Trophy, scoring 
40pts in Fulford Heath’s Junior Open on the 30th 
August. The competition was for both girls and 
boys and she just missed the overall best nett by 
1pt. After such a performance, Elizabeth was 
given an exceptional handicap cut down to 15.8.

Winners!
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I spent the last week of November in southern Spain competing in the Junior European Open which is a scratch competition. 
I was one of only 45 girls from across the UK and Ireland who had qualified to compete through events held during the year 
which were also played off scratch.

The competitors played 4 rounds of golf on 2 different courses, Alcaidesa Links and Alcaidesa Heathland. Both courses were 
fantastic, but I have never played such fast greens; they were even quicker than the greens I have played on at St Andrews! 

As I expected, I didn’t make the cut due to the high calibre of golfers in the competition, but I was asked to carry the score-
board for the final group which consisted of two one-handicappers and a four-handicapper. The standard of golf they played 
was great to watch with the winner eventually shooting -4, having been -6 through 9 holes.

Fred Moghadam, the event organiser, also asked me to parade the trophy into the presentation dinner where over 400 people, 
including all 145 competitors, their guests and Sky Sports Presenter Nick Doherty, where waiting for myself and the winners. 
This is normally an experience given to Junior European Open Ambassadors so, for me, it was great honour.

As well as the main tournament, I was also able to compete in a fun international pairs competition and visit the rock of 
Gibraltar where I saw the barbary apes. All in all, I had a fantastic week and would recommend to all Oxfordshire girls that 
they try to qualify for this event in the future.

Tia Johnstone’s Junior European Open:

Outside Honours Continued

Tia waiting her turn to putt on the treacherous greens and with Nick Doherty at the presentation.

The panoramic beauty of Alcaidesa and Tia teeing off.
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The Wee Wonders event is for junior golfers aged between 5 
- 12 years from across Great Britain and Ireland and has seen 
the likes of Tommy Fleetwood, Eddie Pepperell and Charley
Hull cut their golfing teeth in previous years.

2019 was the 25th edition and saw several hundred boys and 
girls contest each age group, starting off in 60 local qualifying 
events around Great Britain and Ireland, battling their way
into 13 regional finals, with the top two in each earning their 
spot in the Grand Finals in Scotland.

Scarlett, from Frilford Heath GC, made it through to the 
Under 10s age group Grand Finals, played at Longniddry GC 
in Scotland and finished 14th . This was her third successive 
Grand Final appearance.

Outside Honours Continued

Scarlett Jenkins makes the Grand Finals of the Wee Wonders:

Life after the County Juniors – Victoria Hart

I am currently in my second year of College out here in the 
US and studying for a degree in Business Management and 
Marketing at Western New Mexico University. I can 
honestly tell you that I am having the time of my life and I 
wouldn’t trade it for the world. 

Last week alone was one of my best golfing achievements 
by far. I was selected from my team to compete in a 
tournament in Hawaii. Only five people compete in a team 
and I am currently player two out of 9 girls on the team. 
Most teams usually have between 8-10 girls who have to 
constantly qualify to play in tournaments which makes 
competing an even bigger achievement. 

I never thought I would move to America let alone be 
playing in Hawaii a year later. We played for 4 days out of 
the 7 that we were there and explored on the other 3. 

Every course we play is top quality and tricky, but we 
constantly get taught how to manage those courses.
We have three different coaches that work and aid us 
throughout the year who are purely there to help us 
improve. I get experiences I would never imagine at 
University here, and every day I am grateful for the 
opportunities I have been given. It is not easy but with a 
little dedication and hard work you can get everything you 
ever dreamed of. If you ever dream of coming to study in 
the US, I strongly advise you to take the risk because it will 
pay off and leave you with memories you can only 
otherwise imagine. 

Don’t take opportunities for granted. Take them and thrive.
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The Ox-calf and Teddy Trophies 
at Kirtlington GC – 15th September

We had 8 girls playing in the Ox-calf and 3 in the Teddy this year and for some it was the first competition they had ever 
entered. Both events were keenly fought, and the resulting scores were exceptional.

In the Ox-calf Trophy, Jojo Freeman (SW) recorded an amazing 30pts. Scarlett Jenkins (FH) was in second place with 26pts 
and Francesca Dally (SW) 3rd with 23pts. All worthy winners of the prizes they collected.

Junior Committee member, Elaine Hunt, who organises this event every year, kindly presented the prizes to the girls.

In the Teddy Trophy for younger girls, Erin Horseman scored a gross 57 to collect the much-coveted Teddy and sisters, Ava 
and Sienna Fegan-Smith, finished 2nd and 3rd respectively with gross scores of 58 and 71.
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Nicola Sparks Memorial Trophy Competitions – 31st October

All Hallows Eve was an auspicious day to hold our annual competition at Burford GC. Oxfordshire County Council had 
pushed the mid-term holidays back a week, so Greenwich Mean Time was in place and our 9-hole short-course competition 
had to be curtailed to 6 holes to ensure the girls were not playing in the dark. Next year we are starting a bit earlier!

The course was in beautiful condition and always inspires the best of golf in those who are lucky to play on Burford’s lush 
fairways. This year it was the turn of county newcomer, Ruby Colleton, to take home the 18-hole trophy having scored 39pts. 
Megan Bishop was in second place on a course she clearly loves as she often plays well at Burford, and Freya Coughlan 
finished third. Both girls scored 36pts.

In the Short Course competition, we had a worthy winner in Louise Hodgkinson with a nett score of 17 and Kirsty Soffe was 
second with a nett score of 21. Kirsty was presented with the Par Star Medal & Certificate by Sandra Chamberlain in recogni-
tion of the greatest number of pars scored at Play Days during 2019.

The Boddington Trophy was awarded to Freya Coughlan for her contribution and commitment to the county this year and 
the Lady President also presented her with a county memento to mark her hole in one at the 9th on Frilford Heath’s Red 
Course. 

It is traditional at the Nicola Sparks competition to announce the Junior Captain for the next year and to thank the current 
Captain for all she has done. Mairi Weir has been an inspiration to the county juniors, always supportive, always smiling 
and always playing well. In 2019 she has reduced her handicap from 15 to 8 which is some achievement when you have the 
responsibility of captaincy, club commitments and exams to do. She presented our 2020 Junior Captain, Ellie Phillips, with 
a personal gift perhaps containing the tricks of the trade! Ellie is a worthy successor and we wish her a year full of enjoyment 

The Lady President, Maggie Edwards, presenting to Ruby Colleton and Megan Bishop 

Louise Hodgkinson receiving the Short Course TrophyFreya Coughlan receiving the Boddington Trophy
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Kirsty Soffe with Sandra Chamberlain receiving the 
Par Star Medal & Certificate

Nicola Sparks Memorial Trophy Competitions – 31st October
Continued

Mairi presenting our 2020 Junior Captain, Ellie. Good luck to Mairi at 
Nottingham University and to Ellie for the year ahead.
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Skills Day 2019 – 10th November

The Academy year draws to a close and all the groups meet up to show what they have learned during the sessions with our 
county coach, Andy Taylor. 

Andy and Janet Cross prepared the skills tests for the day and the rest of the committee, along with kind parents, past and 
present, were on hand to adjudicate and some of the braver ones even took part in the tests.

There was fierce competition amongst the groups but the eventual winners of the Skills Day, after a marathon counting 
session, were Tia Johnstone, Grace Beardsley and Ellie Mills. In the additional round which we just managed to squeeze in, 
Freya Coughlan, Sandra Chamberlain & Kirsty Soffe took home the lucky dip prizes. 

There were 3 girls who managed to achieve the ‘Hole the Long Putt Challenge’, Tia Johnstone, Ellie Mitchell and Elizabeth 
Ball. A great result as it was not an easy test of skill.

Janet Cross, our Academy Administrator, presented the prizes to the worthy winners.

From the left Grace, Tia, and Ellie

‘Extra Round’ winners were, from the left Sandra, Freya, and Kirsty.
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And the winners of the ‘Hole the Long Putt Challenge’ were, from the left, 
Tia, Elizabeth and Ellie

Skills Day 2019 – 10th November Continued

The Christmas Jamboree @ the Play Day
The sun shone as though we should be basking under Mediterranean skies, but the thermometer said 4 degrees and it felt more 
like -4. However, our 36 competitors were not to be deterred and bravely marched round the Blenheim recording some very 
good scores.

It must have been the thought of all the chocolate prizes that were on offer which drove them on to complete their rounds in 
record time.

The Jamboree Florida Scramble is always a special occasion and we are ever grateful to Kirtlington GC for being such 
accommodating hosts. Not every club in the county would give us such latitude.

The Lady President & County Captain came along to see the girls tee off and our 2020 Junior Captain, Ellie Phillips, came 
back early from a family gathering to greet all the 17 county girls who played.

Thank you to the members of the junior committee who wore various ‘hats’ that day and even involved their family members 
to ensure the day went well.

In first place were Tia & Matt Johnstone and Alison Edwards with a nett 27.7. Second were Elizabeth & Nick Ball and Freya 
Coughlan with a nett 28. Third were Ellie & Roger Mills and Grace Boag-Matthews with a nett 28.6 and in fourth place, on 
28.8, were Ruby, Jane & Rory Colleton.

Erin Horseman was awarded the ‘Birdie Belle’ medal & certificate for amassing 
the most birdies in 2019 at the Play Days. Our Play Day Administrator, Carole Lee, 
kindly presented the prizes.
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The Christmas Jamboree @ the Play Day Continued

Tia & Matt Johnstone and Alison Edwards

Ruby, Jane & Rory Colleton

Ellie & Roger Mills and Grace Boag-Matthews

Elizabeth & Nick Ball and Freya Coughlan

Erin Horseman
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Oxfordshire Junior Girls 
Play Days in 2020 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

HELD ON THE 9-HOLE BLENHEIM COURSE 
AT KIRTLINGTON GC 

SUNDAYS START AT 12 PM - JAN 26, FEB 23 & AT 1PM - 
MAR 8, MAY 17, JUNE 7, JULY 26, AUG 16, OCT 11, 
NOV 15 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NON-MEMBERS OF THE CLUB ARE CHARGED £5 TO 
PLAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Learn to play golf 
and have fun in the 
company of other 

girls 

 

Gain a short course 
handicap and see it 
improve as the year 

progresses 

 

Take part in 
individual & team 

competitions  

 

All ages and abilities 
are welcome 

 

  

Details are available 

from Carole Lee 

Tel 01793 824590 
cleefairways57@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 


