Captains Report 2019

We started off with a squad training session on January 13" at Frilford Heath GC where 13 players
braved the cold to attend. The morning was spent concentrating on short game skills, chipping &
putting with Sam Head our coach. In the afternoon we played the front 9 of the Blue course where
CMW will be played, the idea being, to become familiar and comfortable with the course.

| received excellent feedback regarding the session, especially from some of the new recruits who
found it really helpful.

Our first practice match was scheduled for March 17" against the Tadmarton men’s scratch team.
Unfortunately this match has been cancelled due to the condition of the course. Here’s hoping the
course recovers to its former glory.

Our March training session was blessed with gorgeous sunshine and a turnout of 9 players.

Again we concentrated on our short game to begin with, Sam Head our coach, showed us various
techniques for different scenarios in a bunker.

This was really useful and everyone took something from this session. We then practiced our own
iron shots and Sam moved up and down the line of players helping with tips and advice which again
was very useful.

After lunch we split into two four balls and played the back 9 of the Blue Course. Sam moved
between the two groups offering advice and tips when required.

This format seems to work really well as many of us have our own coaches and are working on
certain areas of our game but actually when you are out on the course, there are other variables
coming into your mind such as how the ball is lying, best side of the green to attack etc.




Oxfordshire v Hampshire

Our first match against Hampshire took place on Sunday A April at Waterlooville GC.

Team included: Millie Anderson, Kate Evans, Annie Gowing, Maggie Findlay, Karen Pollard, Tracy
Roberts

Always a tough match but hopefully it will kick start the competitive mind set we will need for the
season.

It was decided we would play 9 holes foursomes in the morning and after some tight matches home
advantage prevailed and we were 3-0 down.

Singles proved tricky and again some close matches but two great wins from Annie & Tracy made
sure it wasn’t a whitewash!

Final score 7-2 to Hampshire.

Oxfordshire v Wiltshire

Our next practice match was against Wiltshire on May 12th at Ogbourne Downs GC.
It was a stunning day as you can see from the picture at the 3rd hole.

Our team: Kate Evans, Karen Pollard, Maggie Findlay, Nikki Halsall & Tracy Roberts all enjoyed the
very tricky course.

Nikki Halsall & Karen Pollard won our only point in their foursomes match in the morning session
and we went to lunch 2-1 down.

We had to "borrow" a player from Wilts for the afternoon singles due to unavailability, so a big
thanks to Katie who played and actually won her match.

The strong Wiltshire team were victorious overall winning 3.5 - 2.5.

Great practice for CMW and lots of positives to take forward.




Our last training session took place on Saturday 18" May at Frilford Heath GC. 10 squad members
played 18 holes on the Blue course in final preparation for CMW. Sam Head walked with each group
answering any questions, offering tips and support when required. A really worthwhile practice,
which set everyone up for the big event.

County Match Week 2019

Oxfordshire Ladies' County Golf Association played host to the 2019 Midland South Region County
Match Week at Frilford Heath GC on the Blue Course.

Our squad:

Millie Anderson - Badgemore Park GC
Jane Binning - Frilford Heath GC
Kate Evans - Frilford Heath GC
Annie Gowing - Frilford Heath GC
Amy Boote - Tadmarton Heath GC
Victoria Hart - Hadden Hill GC
Maggie Findlay - Oxford Ladies GC
Karen Pollard - Henley GC

Clare Dodds - Henley GC

Sally Woolven - Henley GC

Nikki Halsall - Feldon Valley GC

Jessica Otto - Studley Wood GC



Day 1
AM - Oxfordshire v Berkshire

Anne Gowing & Amy Boote secured our first point, Karen Pollard & Maggie Findlay didn’t fare so
well and lost 3 & 1.

It was lovely to welcome Jane Binning back to the County team after a few years out and she
showed her class by winning 4 & 3 against Julia Warke. Millie Anderson and Kate Evans had
convincing wins to secure a 4-1 victory over Berkshire.

PM - Oxfordshire v Warwickshire

Unfortunately Annie & Amy couldn’t repeat their morning win and lost 3&2. Sally Woolven & Clare
Dodds from Henley G.C. making their debut in the squad, won convincingly 4&3.

Jane had another solid 4&3 win, Millie secured a half in a tight match and unfortunately Kate just
lost out to a very strong player resulting in a halved match 2% -2 %.

Day 2
AM - Oxfordshire v Worcs & Hereford

Sally & Clare led the way against a very strong and experienced duo. They had a brilliant game and
secured our first point winning 1 up.

Annie & Amy were not so lucky going down 4&3. Jane came up against it narrowly losing 2&1. It was
down to Millie who had a 4&3 win and Kate a fantastic half to again halve the overall match2 % -2 %
- we were still undefeated!

PM - Oxfordshire v Northampton.

Millie & Jane paired up to play foursomes securing a half. Nikki Halsall making her debut in the squad
played with Jess Otto but unfortunately lost 4&3 against a strong pair.

Amy & Vikki both had great wins to secure 2 points with Karen losing out to a new young player on
top form. Another halved 2 % - 2 % match!

Day 3
AM - Oxfordshire v Buckinghamshire.
This was always going to be a really tough match against the favourites and last year’s winners.

Our courageous team battled hard but both our foursomes pairing lost heavily against the young
Bucks players. Kate played well but couldn’t hold the experienced Alice Kozlowski who played
scratch golf. Jane battled on but lost on 16 leaving us all to watch Millie claim a win on 18 to save us
from a whitewash, what a superstar!



Buckinghamshire won overall with 10 points, and Oxfordshire were second with 5 points.

This is the first time in a number of years Oxfordshire finished 2™ and | was extremely proud of
everyone for their commitment, determination to the cause.

Thanks to:
e Maggie Edwards our County President for all her support throughout the week.
e Karen Pollard — 2™ Team Captain for her support leading up to CMW and throughout the

week.
e Jenny Reynolds for updating the website with the results/reports.

Special thanks to:

e Sally Adams — Tournament Manager who was outstanding and co-ordinated the whole

event.
e Karen Harris & lona Smith and all the Frilford ladies who acted as hostesses for the 4 days.

e (Carole Lee who came every day, all the other volunteers who acted as ball spotters, manned
the reception, collected scores and helped with anything that was required.

You were all amazing ©

Many thanks to the Board of Frilford Heath G.C. for allowing us to host this event, all their staff who
were so helpful and their members who gracefully put up with lots of ladies taking over the club for

four days.

Thanks to all those Oxfordshire ladies who came to support us, we really appreciated seeing you out
there and | hope some of you may travel to Northampton next year when CMW takes place on

Monday 15" to 17" June 2020 at Northampton G.C.




Captains Trophy 2019

Firstly I must thank Oxford GC for hosting this event at very short notice.
The semi-finalists were: Tadmarton Heath GC, Feldon Valley GC, Studley Wood GC & Burford GC

First off were Tadmarton Heath against Feldon Valley, after some really tight matches, Tadmarton
Heath managed a 2-1 win over Feldon Valley and were through to the final.

Burford fought very hard against a strong Studley Wood team but again with matches going to the
17th & 18th, couldn't hold them with Studley winning 2-1.

The final was between Tadmarton Heath v Studley Wood.

The matches were nip & tuck for the first 9 holes and extremely close. The first match out was really
close all the way round, ending on the 18th hole with a Studley Wood win. Matches proved tight but
Studley Wood held firm and won the second match winning overall.

Many congratulation to all the semi-finalists who qualified and had to play in very warm conditions!

Commiserations to Tadmarton Heath who put up a great fight and well done to the victorious team
from Studley Wood GC - Trudy Sainsbury, Loretta Tonna, Bel Appleby, Keely Turner, Lynda Lindsell
& Carrie Bates

Thank you to all the teams who entered this year and supported this OLCGA event.



Champion of Champions 2019

This prestigious event was on Sunday 8th September at Woodall Spa GC, Lincolnshire and hosted by
England Golf.

This event invites the County, Senior & Junior Champions to compete against all the other counties

Only Millie Anderson was available to take part in this event and managed a very creditable 11th
place

Seniors Championships 2019

This event took place at Woburn GC on Monday 23™ September saw a team of Kate Evans, Annie
Gowing, Angela Reeves & Maggie Findlay take part against 10 other counties and finishing in 2nd
place. A really fantastic result for a small county, like Oxfordshire.




Unfortunately due to the heavy rain on Sunday 13" October we had to cancel our match with some
of the juniors at Oxford GC. We hope to rearrange this later in November. We have a number of up
and coming junior girls who will be introduced into the 1** & 2" team squads in 2020.

We are now entering the quiet time of the year and | am busy organising next year’s calendar.
Training will begin again in January and | will report on our progress at the next CD meeting.

| would like to thank Karen Pollard for staying on an extra year to captain the 2" team (again) and
support me through CMW. Her experience and support has helped me so much in my first year as
Captain and | wish her a happy “retirement “from County golf, for now!

Thanks to Maggie Edwards and the Exec Committee for all their support, especially Jenny Reynolds
who has been outstanding as County Secretary and such a help to me personally over the last 3
years.

| wish you all a Happy & Healthy Christmas and New Year and look forward to meeting you in 2020.



