
OLCGA Handicap Report 2019 
 
This year has been mainly concerned with preparation for the World Handicap 
System which comes into operation on 1st November 2020. 
 
There was a WHS workshop held on 14th November at The Oxfordshire GC.  I will 
send out feedback to all delegates and handicap secretaries, but this may not be 
until all the countrywide workshops have been held early next year. To summarise 
- the Workshop provided significant underpinning knowledge for both the golfer 
and club officials, such as the Handicap Committee.  The aim of the session was 
to upskill and prepare clubs well before the new handicap system is in place and 
to provide further information, advice and guidance prior to the switchover in 
November 2020.  
If your club was not able to attend, there is another workshop at the Oxfordshire 
GC on January 30th 2020. You can register NOW on the England  Golf website at 
the following link. 
https://www.englandgolf.org/handicaps-rules/whs-2020/whs-club-workshops/ 
Don’t delay, as it will get fully booked very quickly. I strongly advise all clubs that 
at least one of their members responsible for administering handicaps should 
attend one of these workshops. 
All recent updates on WHS have been sent out to your ladies’ handicap 
secretaries and will be attached to the minutes of this AGM. They include a 
checklist, which can be used as a tool to ensure the club is ready for WHS, and an 
overview of the WHS plus an updated FAQ’s document. 
 
As part of the preparation for WHS, Heather Slevin and myself have been part of a 
BB&O team which has been rating courses under the USGA system, which gives 
all courses a slope rating of difficulty, which is an important part of the WHS. We 
only have a handful of courses left to rate early next year and expect that all 
courses will have a slope rating before WHS begins.  If, for some unforeseen 
reason, any Oxfordshire course does not have a rating, England Golf will issue a 
provisional rating. Contact me if you are concerned that your course has not been 
rated to date.  
I am also involved in helping clubs to ‘cleanse’ their CDH data as all handicap and 
player status information must be up to date as this will be directly uploaded to the 
WHS handicap system.  This involves deleting players who are no longer playing 
members of the club concerned, those who have left or passed away, those who 
have more than one CDH number or those who have more than one entry.  Also 
those players whose membership or scores are ‘pending’ ie have not been 
properly established or uploaded. 

https://www.englandgolf.org/handicaps-rules/whs-2020/whs-club-workshops/


 
I have  also carried out  the annual Category One audit for this year. 
 
One important issue that has cropped up this year is the very unfortunate sudden 
closure of Carswell GC on September 27th.  There was an issue with a player 
being involved in an event requiring a CONGU handicap on the following two 
days, which was hastily resolved.  As this situation may well crop up again in the 
present uncertain financial times, there is provision under CONGU clause 4.6 
which states:-  
“When an Affiliated Club is subject to formal insolvency procedures or ceases to 
trade, a Union may take whatever steps it deems to be practicable and 
appropriate in the particular circumstances to assist Members in retaining their 
handicaps in the short-term or facilitating the transfer of handicaps to alternative 
Affiliated Clubs”.  
This means that any player in this situation should in the first instance contact me, 
and I will forward all the relevant details to the Union for a decision. 
 
All clubs are asked to be very thorough in carrying out the Annual Review this 
year, as England Golf is concerned that all players must be accurately 
handicapped before the transfer of all CONGU handicaps to their WHS Handicap 
Index. 
 
As always, please contact me through your handicap secretary, if you have any 
queries or concerns regarding handicaps, rules etc. 
It will be a busy year in 2020, but I hope we can keep you up to date and well 
informed so everything will go smoothly. 
 
Good Golfing!! 
 

Liz Lawrence  
 
 
 
 
 


