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County Junior Organiser’s Report for 2019 OLCGA AGM: 

 
We have 48 girls currently registered with the county; 27 attend our Academy Programmes; 12 attend 

our monthly Play Days and 24 of the 48 have CONGU competition handicaps which is an increase from 

this time last year. Three of these girls will leave us at the end of the year as they will no longer be 

termed juniors. 

The broad aims of the OLCGA Junior Committee are to increase girls’ participation in the sport of golf, 

then to provide a player pathway for all abilities to move from beginner to competent golfer, thereby 

creating a ‘Performance’ squad who can represent the county and, hopefully, Thames Valley and 

ultimately England. Enjoyment of the sport is paramount, and we offer this through our Play Days, 

Academies, Competitions and Matches. 

We have tried again this year to encourage girls to join clubs so that handicaps can be allocated, and we 

have had some success. An example of this happened at Shrivenham Park. The Club Delegate, Carole Lee, 

agreed with her club that they offer free membership for a year to junior girls and then made the effort 

to accompany any new member and mark their cards. Three girls joined, have subsequently been 

allocated their CONGU handicaps and now play in club & county competitions. The club have decided to 

carry on this initiative for another year. 

I thought it may be of interest to show you the Oxfordshire clubs who have Club Delegates (except Radley 

College) and where our current OLCGA registered girls are members. 

  

Oxfordshire Club with an 

OLCGA Club Delegate  

Number of Junior 

Girls registered with 

OLCGA 

Oxfordshire Club with an 
OLCGA Club Delegate 

Number of Junior 
Girls registered with 
OLCGA 

Badgemore Park 0 Kirtlington (inc. Blenheim) 6 

Bicester 0 North Oxford 2 

Burford 3 Oxford Golf Club 2 

Cotswold 1 Shrivenham Park 3 

Defence Academy 0 Studley Wood 7 

Drayton Park 4 Tadmarton Heath 0 

Feldon Valley 0 The Oxfordshire 0 

Frilford Heath 3 The Springs 0 

Hadden Hill 0 The Wychwood 1 

Henley 8 Waterstock 0 

Hinksey Heights 0 Witney Lakes 1 

Huntercombe 0   
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In this age of GDPR, your club will probably have junior girl members who are unknown to you and 

perhaps what the county can offer girls remains a mystery to them, despite posters on noticeboards. 

The juniors’ newsletter will be coming out just before Christmas which will show highlights from the last 6 

months of the year. I hope you will find a way to distribute the newsletter to any girls at your club. The 

2020 posters advertising what is on offer to juniors who register with the county are promised to be 

available at the AGM for you to take away.  

It would be great to get our message out there and see girls come and join us from more clubs in the 

county. Some Professionals are happy to promote our work to their budding members, but I realise that 

many are reluctant, although I will never understand why. If you can leave a few posters in your pro-shop 

or on a junior noticeboard, they may just catch a parent’s eye. 

It is, therefore, amazing that for a small county, with less than 30 golf clubs and only half the competitive 

juniors that Buckinghamshire has, Oxfordshire can still be successful.  

• The girls won the BB&O Team Stableford at Oakland Park in March. Allie Holtom from Henley was 

in the individual prizes. 

• In the BB&O Championships in April at Calcot Park, Gracie Gillespie from Studley Wood won the 

stableford competition and Freya Coughlan from Frilford Heath came 2nd in the Nett 

Championship. 

• In the Schoolgirl Championships at St. Andrews, Olivia Steel from Henley won the Carol Kaufman 

Shield for the best stableford points score over 3 rounds of golf.  

• Our Handicap team of Allie, Gracie & Grace Beardsley from Drayton Park emerged victorious at 

the Midlands South Handicap Finals at Overstone Park in August. 

• Freya finished 1st this time in the Midlands South Nett Championship at Gaudet Luce in August.  

• Our Oxfordshire team of 6 came 3rd in the Alresford Cup at Alresford in September with Ellie 

Phillips from Drayton Park winning the individual. They competed against Berkshire, Dorset, 

Hampshire, Middlesex, Surrey, Sussex, Essex & Kent.  

• Three of the ‘Performance’ squad, Mairi Weir, Tia Johnstone and Freya achieved single figure 

handicaps in 2019, and there are others who will hopefully reach that milestone next year.  

 

For Freya’s contribution & commitment to Oxfordshire’s success, she is the 2019 recipient of the 

Boddington Trophy. 

Our Most Improved Player is Lucy Hucker from Henley who dropped her handicap by 15 shots. Sophia 

Sollis (Cotswolds) and Holly Gibbs (Kirtlington) were not far behind, both coming down 12 shots.  

Mairi has had a fabulous year as Junior Captain. She has encouraged all abilities and ages to participate 

and enjoy the game, attended the Academy and Play Days, played in matches and competitions and all 

this while studying for her A-level exams. Most important of all was that she never lost her beaming 

smile. The Junior Captain for 2020 will be Ellie Phillips from Drayton Park who will be a worthy successor 

to Mairi. We wish Ellie a successful & happy year. 

Thank you to Kirtlington GC for hosting our training programme. We are grateful to all the clubs who 

hosted our matches and competitions in 2019. The OLCGA Junior Committee’s aims cannot be achieved 

without the support of you and your clubs and, for that support, we are immensely grateful. 

Heather Slevin 


