
Little Wolford Parish Meeting 

Minutes of the 2012 Parish Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, 21 March 2012, Little Wolford Village Hall 

Present: David Farman, Chairman (DF); Gill Ablewhite (GA); Beryl Braithwaite (BB); Chris Cond (CC); Diz Farman (IF); 
Chris Heritage (CH); Jim Heritage (JH); Charles Hobbs (CH); Simon Lewis (SL); Arran O’Dell (AO); Henry 
Warriner (HW); Roz Warriner (RW). 

Guests: Cllr Stephen Gray, Stratford-on-Avon District Councillor (SG); Lizzie Price, Warwickshire County Council Area 
Support Officer - Stratford-on-Avon Communities (LP); Cllr Chris Saint, Warwickshire County Councillor (CS). 

The meeting opened at 7.40pm. 

1. Apologies: Colin Ablewhite, Bob Large (BL); Shirley Large, Jane & Michael Revere. 

2. Election of Chair for 2012/13: RW proposed, seconded by CH, that DF be re-elected to the Chair for the coming year; 
this was agreed unanimously and accepted by DF. 

3. Minutes of the 2011 Parish Annual Meeting, held on 30 March 2011 were read, accepted by the Meeting and signed by 
DF. 

4. Matters arising: 

1. Discussion on the village speed limit was deferred until Cllr Saint’s presentation. 

2. Neighbourhood Watch scheme: BL wishes to stand down as local Beat Co-ordinator; Chris Heritage offered to take 
over provided that BL provides guidance (Action: DF). BB suggested that alerts via the internet would be useful. HW 
stated that there is sometimes a delay in receiving the local police newsletter. 

3. Grit bins: DF reported that, this winter, the County Council had refilled the bins in good time and had also provided 
him with a small additional supply for emergencies. GA commended this and hoped that provision would continue 
next year. 

4. Churchyard maintenance: Whilst this is the responsibility of Wolford Parochial Church Council, costing £950 last 
year, residents of the parishes of Great Wolford and Little Wolford have traditionally contributed either their labour 
(e.g. grass cutting) or funding. Great Wolford Parish Council currently contributes £400 annually from its parish 
precept. Little Wolford Parish Meeting does not raise a precept, but the 1996 Parish Annual Meeting had agreed to 
ask all households to contribute £4 annually. The sum raised had increased from £204 in 1997 to £350 in 2003, but 
door-to-door collection had been discontinued in recent years, leading to some resentment in Great Wolford. A coffee 
morning had been held this year to raise a contribution from Little Wolford, and had raised £200; DF felt that this 
mechanism was not sustainable, and invited alternative ideas for next year. 

5. Localism Act 2011: DF felt that this could have significant implications for residents of rural areas, with the 
devolution of planning strategy from the former Regions to Local Planning Authorities. Stratford-on-Avon District 
Council’s Draft Core Strategy 2012 is currently out for consultation; the document may be downloaded from the 
Council’s website (via a link at the Parish Meeting’s website) or inspected at Shipston Library. DF urged everyone to 
read this document and to submit comments before the end of the consultation period on 30 March.  

5. Chairman’s Report 

1. Planning applications: The Parish Meeting had been advised of two planning applications during the past year, for a 
detached garage at Hall’s Croft and for retrospective permission for the change of use of a barn at Tower Farm; both 
were passed without objection. DF has followed the procedure adopted by his predecessor for notifying affected 
residents, and also published details at the Parish Meeting website. 

2. Dog fouling: Complaints have been made to the District Council’s Dog Warden, who has visited the village; two 
residents will be receiving Warning Notices, and it is hoped that this will lead to a change in behaviour. DF reminded 
the meeting that complainants need not be identified unless an offender refuses to pay a Fixed Penalty Notice and 
chooses instead to appear before magistrates. 

3. Village Hall access road: The road is owned by the District Council, which has recently painted SLOW warning signs 
on the road surface; this was commended by the Meeting. 

4. Village Green: There had been concern last year when the District Council invited expressions of interest from Parish 
Councils and other community organisations in the acquisition of Village Greens; the cost to purchasers would be 
limited to £500, but with acquisition would go maintenance and other liabilities. The Green in Little Wolford includes 
access roads and footpaths, maintenance of which would be non-trivial; in any event, the Parish currently has no 
mechanism for funding either acquisition or maintenance. The Council has decided not to pursue this matter further 
for the time being, but there is concern about continuing maintenance in the future. 

5. Parish Meeting website and computer: DF reported that he had set up a website (www.littlewolford.org.uk) to provide 
a mechanism for communicating information to residents in the long intervals between Meetings. Content was 
derived from District and County Council websites, from Council documents circulated by email and from meetings 



attended by DF. The website was available during the Meeting via a computer kindly donated by Warwickshire 
County Council’s IT Department for community use, and for which an accessible home was sought. 

6. Rural broadband provision: DF had attended a meeting the previous month organised by Whichford Parish Council, 
which had been addressed by Balvinder Heran from Stratford-on-Avon District Council. Stratford has limited central 
government funding to bring 21st century broadband services to those parts of the District that are currently poorly 
served, and where upgrading is unlikely to attract bidders on a purely commercial basis. In order to be considered for 
funding support, communities will need to demonstrate a demand for enhanced broadband provision and be prepared 
to raise additional funds locally. Currently, without a bank account, the Parish Meeting is not eligible for a lottery-
funded grant to enable this. DF asked all present to complete the on-line surveys at www.cswbroadband.org.uk and to 
write to the District Council (stephanie.foley@stratford-dc.gov.uk) detailing individual needs for a better broadband 
service. If there was sufficient interest, DF would invite Balvinder Heran to address a meeting in Little Wolford. 

7. Diamond Jubilee: This will be celebrated in The Wolfords on Monday, 4 June 2012. An organising meeting was held 
in the Village Hall on 10 March, attended by 35 people of whom 12 were from Little Wolford. A committee is being 
formed under the direction of James van Helden, the incoming Chairman of The Wolfords Village Fund. 

8. Bulk heating oil purchasing scheme: DF provided details of this scheme, which is being run by Lyn Matthias of Great 
Wolford. 

6. Guest speakers 

1. Cllr Chris Saint, Warwickshire County Councillor 

 Village speed limit: The County Council had accepted Little Wolford’s eligibility for a 30mph speed restriction 
some years ago, but implementation had been halted when funding was diverted to flood relief schemes; CS 
expressed his apologies to HW, the previous Chairman of this Meeting, for failure to make progress in recent 
years. There is a meeting of the Council’s Stratford Area Committee next week, when funding is likely to be 
approved. A formal process of priority setting and legal notification would then follow. An accident record is 
helpful in achieving a high priority, as was the case with Burmington last year. A 50mph speed limit on the 
A3400 between Shipston and the county boundary is being considered, and CS hoped that both schemes could be 
implemented at the same time. CS sought views as to whether the A3400 scheme should focus only on the 
section from Shipston to Mitford Bridge. 

 CS was pleased to hear that our grit bins had been filled this winter. 

 This year’s County Council precept has been held at last year’s level, but the Warwickshire Police precept had 
increased by 4%. The recycling centre will open for fewer hours mid-week but more at weekends. Library hours 
will be reduced from 30 to 20 weekly. On 9 March the police station in Shipston had been sold to Shipston Town 
Council; space has been leased back to house the Shipston Safer Neighbourhoods Team. IF sought confirmation 
that there is no public access to the police station: CS confirmed that public access is provided by Warwickshire 
Direct staff at the Library. 

 BB reported that she had been involved in a recent accident in the one-way gyratory system in Shipston: road 
markings were poor and, according to staff at the nearby wine merchants, there is at least one similar accident 
each month. CS stated that improvement efforts were being made but there is a funding queue. A new programme 
for resurfacing would commence in April. 

2. Cllr Stephen Gray, Stratford-on-Avon District Councillor 

 District Council is responsible for collecting Council Tax, and bills can be expected shortly. It is disappointing 
that the police precept has increased by 4%, but the District Council has been able to reduce its precept by 1%. 

 There are District Council elections on 3 May, involving ⅓ of Council seats, but Long Compton Ward is not 
involved on this occasion. 

 There are discussions about a new Health and Wellbeing Park in Shipston, incorporating a replacement for the 
existing Medical Centre, although the outline business case has not yet been confirmed. Information is available 
at www.shipstonhealthpark.co.uk. 

 Draft Core Strategy 2012 (see section 4.5, above): There is a charge for a printed copy of this document, although 
it is available free on-line. It is proposed that provision be made for 8,000 new houses in the District by 2028; 
planning permission has already been granted for 2,600 of these and it is proposed that the remaining 5,400 be 
dispersed from Stratford around the rest of the District. Whilst Shipston would be expected to take a share of 
these, smaller rural settlements were most likely to be impacted only by any local need for additional affordable 
housing. SG felt it unlikely that Little Wolford would be greatly affected in this regard. The consultation period 
closes on 30 March. BB mentioned the role of the District Council’s Citizens Panel in the consultation process. 
DF suggested that the policy proposals for the Shipston-on-Stour Area (Section 10.6) and Countryside and 
Villages (Section 10.10) would be of particular interest to residents of our Parish. 

3. Lizzie Price, WCC Area Support Officer - Stratford-on-Avon Communities 

 Warwickshire County Council has 32 community fora, 6 in Stratford District. 

 The fora have replaced Electoral Divisional Panels since September 2008. 

 The fora are in partnership with the District Council, County Council, police, etc but set their own priorities. 



 There was a meeting last week of the local Stour/Shipston Forum at Tysoe. An informal surgery was held pre-
meeting, when rogue traders and housing association complaints were discussed. Agenda items included 
speeding in Newbold-on-Stour, communication arrangements (leaflets, posters, police, press releases, mobile 
library), the Core Strategy, broadband facilities, Health Watch and audience satisfaction. It was felt that a larger 
attendance would be better. 

 The next local meeting is on 12 June at the Sheldon Boseley Hub (formerly the Norgren Social Club) in Shipston. 
It is hoped that proceedings will be streamed live via the internet. 

 The website address is www.warwickshire.gov.uk/shipstonforum   

4. Discussion 

 AO asked whether it was possible that a speed limit of 50mph could be imposed on the A3400 without a speed 
limit in Little Wolford, in which case he foresaw a significant increase in traffic through the village. CS 
confirmed this was indeed a possibility, although unlikely. 

 GA spoke for many in suggesting that there was more concern about limiting speed in Little Wolford than on the 
A3400. It was suggested that it made no sense for speed to be unrestricted in Little Wolford when a 30mph limit 
existed in Great Wolford; DF stated that Little Wolford had declined a speed limit when Great Wolford accepted 
theirs, but RW pointed out that what the Little Wolford Parish Meeting of the time had turned down was a 
continuous speed limit through Great Wolford and Nethercote to Little Wolford. 

 DF thanked the guests for their time and contributions, and suggested that this might be a good opportunity for 
them to leave the Meeting. 

7.    Parish precept: 

DF felt that it was time to review the format of the Parish Meeting and to consider the introduction of a parish precept. 

There are 82 Parish Councils within Stratford District, and 22 Parish Meetings. Although there are small parishes that 
elect Parish Councils (Barton-on-the-Heath, for example), most smaller villages found a Parish Meeting adequate, and 
DF had no wish to change this in Little Wolford. 

All Parish Councils in the District, and some Parish Meetings, raise a parish precept, which is collected by the District 
Council as a component of Council Tax. The only parishes in the local area not to raise a precept are Little Wolford 
and Barcheston & Willington. The precept in Great Wolford for 2012/13 is £1,000 which equates to £9.74 per 
household in a Council Tax Band D property. Parish precepts in other comparable local villages include £983 
(£18.98) in Barton-on-the-Heath; £1,750 (£33.60) in Sutton-under-Brailes; and £2,750 (£40.82) in Burmington. 

DF recommends a precept for two main reasons: 

 Improved communication: ⅓ of parish electors live outside the village and communication with them is poor. 
This is important for issues such as the Core Strategy. There is currently no source of funding to facilitate the 
distribution of leaflets or a newsletter. The website could be professionally designed to be more useful here, and 
grants are available for this purpose, but we currently have neither funds nor a bank account, which is a condition 
of eligibility. 

 Improved service provision: for example, village green maintenance, broadband infrastructure and upkeep of the 
churchyard. 

If agreed, a precept could be levied from 2013/14. Audit fees would be incurred, but these amount only to £60 per 
annum in Great Wolford, and overheads, such as those associated with a bank account, would be minimal. The Little 
Wolford taxbase (i.e. the number of Council Tax Band D property equivalents) is just under 57; raising a precept of 
£500 would therefore equate to around £8.77 in the case of a Band D property, and range from £5.85 (Band A) to 
£17.54 (Band H). 

A lively discussion followed. BB considered the amount small compared with the benefit. CH asked if we can cease 
raising the precept if we change our minds: DF confirmed that the Parish Meeting could choose to vary or abandon 
the precept in the future. RW wondered whether we would need to hold more meetings and when will the precept 
money come in: DF advised that we could continue to hold only the Parish Annual Meeting, or could call additional 
meetings if felt necessary, and would ask the District Council about the timing of income payment (Action: DF). 

AO asked what the precept money would be spent on: DF anticipated minimal spending initially, except on improved 
communication with electors and a contribution towards upkeep of the churchyard, whilst building up a bank balance 
for possible future projects, such as the village green, broadband improvements, website, etc. 

AO had some concern about the effect on local fundraising: DF felt that a precept should not impact local 
organisations, such as the Village Hall and the PCC, that raised funds for different, and generally quite specific, 
purposes. 

IF emphasised the importance of a bank account in order to access grants. 

CH had concerns about agreement by villagers not present at the Meeting, and these were shared by IF. DF stated that 
the Meeting had been well advertised, including by leaflet distributed to every household, and the agenda published in 
advance, so that everyone entitled to attend had an opportunity to know what would be discussed and to be present. 

AO and HW recommended proceeding to a vote. RW proposed voting first on whether to take a definitive vote at this 
Meeting, and this was seconded by BB: the vote was unanimously in favour of voting on a precept immediately. GA 



proposed that a parish precept of £500 be raised in 2013/14 and CH seconded the proposal, which was carried 
unanimously. 

DF will prepare a leaflet describing the precept process for distribution with the April issue of The LINK, and will 
write to all villagers who do not subscribe to The LINK (Action: DF).  

8. Any other business 

1. CH described the condition of Broadmoor Lane as appalling. HW had achieved some improvement via 
www.fixmystreet.com. DF will pressure County Highways (Action: DF). 

2.  HW emphasised the importance of highlighting our need for improved broadband provision by completing the online 
surveys (see 5.6, above). There was a short discussion about local infrastructure, and GA queried what may lie 
beneath the A3400; HW suggested use of the Freedom of Information Act to find out (Action: DF). AO pointed out 
that a meeting on broadband was being advertised in Great Wolford for 29 March. 

3.  DF was congratulated by many on a successful and productive meeting. 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm. 

 

 

Signed as a true record of the Meeting 

 

 

 

……………………………………….. 

David Farman, Chairman, 17 April 2013 


