
Little Wolford Parish Meeting 

Minutes of the Meeting of 29 October 2013 
In Little Wolford Village Hall 

Present: David Farman (DF, in the Chair), Chris Cond (CC), Gill Cotter (GC), Diz Farman (IF),  
Chris Heritage (CHe), Jim Heritage (JHe), Charles Hobbs (CHo), Jane Hobbs (JHo), Simon Lewis 
(SL), Jane Revere (JR), Michael Revere (MR), Henry Warriner (HW), Roz Warriner (RW) 

The meeting opened at 7.30pm. 

1. Apologies:  Chris Stretton, Arran & Melinda O’Dell 

2. Minutes of last meeting: The draft minutes of the meeting of 17 April 2013 were approved 
(proposed CHe, seconded CHo) and signed by the Chairman as a true record of that meeting. 

3. Matters arising: None 

4. Chairman’s Report 
(a) Planning Applications: There had been only one planning application since the last meeting: 

Henry Warriner’s application to convert redundant agricultural buildings at Wolford Fields 
into 4 dwellings. The application had been refused by Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
(SDC) on grounds of unsustainability; an appeal has been lodged with the Planning 
Inspectorate. 

(b) Rural Broadband: The CSW (Coventry, Solihull & Warwickshire) Broadband contract had 
been awarded to BT, and a provisional map published showing those postcode areas likely to 
benefit. The main technology to be employed in the upgrade programme is FTTC (Fibre To 
The Cabinet), and BT is currently surveying the contract area to determine where upgrading of 
the existing infrastructure would be both feasible and cost-effective. The greater part of the 
Parish lies within the area currently shown as likely to benefit, although we are unlikely to be 
high on the priority list. 

(c) Street maintenance: 

• Since the last meeting, Broadmoor Lane had been resurfaced (but see item 12). 

• Potholes in Little Wolford Road had been patched since the last meeting, but it was felt 
unlikely that these repairs would prove long-lasting. 

• SDC had finally persuaded its refuse collection contractor to discontinue backing its 
vehicles to the far end of Rosary Lane, which had resulted in the destruction of a grass 
verge, leaving an essential surface water drain isolated and ineffective. Warwickshire 
County Council’s Highways Department (WCC Highways) has now ordered kerbstones 
for the affected area, and these are expected to be installed within the next month, with the 
aim of preventing surface water bypassing the drain. 

• SDC had agreed to cut all roadside verges along Little Wolford Road within the new 
30mph zone, rather than just isolated stretches as previously; it is hoped that this will 
improve visibility for drivers turning onto the road, especially from Rosary Lane. 

• Beryl Braithwaite and MR had pruned trees on the village green to remove branches 
overhanging the footpath, and had drawn attention to a large, dead branch that had broken 
from one of the trees. SDC had accepted that, as owner of the Village Green, it was 
responsible for maintaining these trees, and their contractor did eventually remove the 
dead branch and prunings. It is hoped that the contractor will carry out regular 
maintenance in future. MR enquired who was responsible for maintaining the wooden 
bench, which was missing an arm; RW reported that the family of the person in whose 
memory the bench had been erected would be replacing the bench with a metal seat. 

• SDC had erected a sign at the eastern end of Broadmoor Lane indicating that the lane also 
leads to numbers 4 – 6, The Green. CHe pointed out that her property (number 3, The 
Green) was also accessed from Broadmoor Lane; the Chairman undertook to request SDC 
to amend the sign accordingly (Action: DF). 



(d) Reinforcing the speed limit: At the last meeting, volunteers had been sought to participate in a 
Community SpeedAware scheme, with the aim of reinforcing the introduction of the village 
speed limit. Unfortunately, an insufficient number of people volunteered, and the scheme had 
to be cancelled. 

(e) Meeting Notification: Since taking office, the Chairman had personally delivered or posted 
notices of meetings, agendas and minutes of previous meetings, in hard copy format, to every 
Parish household for which he did not hold an email address, partly in acknowledgement of 
the fact that some, at least, would now be paying the Parish Precept. In advance of this 
Meeting, he had further asked those for whom he had no email address to advise him if they 
wished to continue receiving such information in future, preferably by email, but had received 
no response. The Chairman therefore suggested that, in addition to posting the statutory 
notices on village notice-boards, future notifications should be limited to those on the email 
distribution list. HW proposed, and GC seconded, that this suggestion be endorsed by the 
Meeting, which it was without dissent. (Subsequent to the meeting, two positive responses 
have been received, from Guy Ward, who wished to receive hard-copy notifications, and from 
Jane Evans, who has been added to the email distribution list). 

(f) Flooding on the A3400 and fields around Broadmoor Lodge: GC reported that, following on 
from April’s Meeting, a helpful meeting had taken place between herself, HW, County 
Councillor Chris Saint and representatives of WCC Highways (responsible for the Cherington 
Road), the Highways Agency (responsible for the A3400) and Severn Trent Water. This is a 
complex problem, but the crux is that existing culverts (including one beneath the A3400) 
have insufficient capacity to cope with surface water run-off from the two roads and adjacent 
fields. HW had undertaken some remedial works on his land, and had rerouted the mains 
supply beneath Broadmoor Lodge, and GC expressed her gratitude for his helpful approach. 
Despite a continuing lack of clarity regarding overall ownership of the problem, Cllr Saint has 
promised that “something will be done”. 

5. Expenditure incurred under delegated powers 
At the last meeting, it had been agreed to delegate to the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO, i.e. 
the Chairman) the power to incur limited expenditure between meetings, provided that such 
expenditure was reported at the next Meeting. The Chairman therefore formally reported that, 
since the last Meeting, he had spent the following: 

• £37.66 (using the pre-paid MasterCard) on two high-capacity, printer ink cartridges for the 
production of notices, flyers, meeting agendas, minutes, etc;  

• £10 (using pre-paid MasterCard) on 20 x 2nd class postage stamps; 

• £10 (by cheque) for annual membership of Warwickshire & West Midlands Association of 
Local Councils (WALC), which includes membership of the National Association (NALC), a 
valuable source of advice; this fee is far less than that paid by Parish Councils. 

6. Anticipated future expenditure for 2013/14 
The RFO/Chairman reported that, since IF had organised a coffee morning to raise the Parish’s 
2013 contribution towards maintenance of Wolford Churchyard, the budgeted contribution from 
the new Parish Precept would not be paid until early 2014. He also envisaged minor expenditure 
before the next meeting on A4 paper (available at a discounted price courtesy of Shipston Town 
Council), envelopes and postage. 

7. Budget for 2014/15 
As this would be only the Parish Meeting’s second budget, and we are still feeling our way 
regarding raising and spending money on behalf of the Parish, the Chairman suggested that the 
2014/15 budget should be much the same as that agreed for 2013/14, except for an increased 
provision for churchyard maintenance from £200 to £250, subject to Great Wolford Parish Council 
increasing its contribution by a similar proportion. The provision for general administration, 
including stationery, postage, hall hire, etc. should remain at £100. This budget was proposed by 
SL, seconded by GC and agreed unanimously. 

8. Precept for 2014/15 
With a forecast current account balance of less than £200 to be transferred to reserves at the end of 
the current financial year, and a possible future need to offer a Parish contribution as part of the 



broadband upgrade programme, the Chairman suggested that it would be prudent to continue to 
build up reserves rather than raiding them to reduce next year’s Parish Precept, and to once again 
seek a Parish Precept of £500. This was proposed by JR, seconded by CC and agreed 
unanimously. 

9. Financial Regulations 

At the last meeting, the need to adopt formal Financial Regulations (to include banking 
arrangements, the delegation of authority to incur expenditure, and the appointment of an RFO 
and an Internal Auditor) was discussed. The Chairman had tabled a draft for such regulations, 
based on a model set drawn up by NALC, but felt that we needed more time to review and discuss 
these prior to adoption. As an interim measure, and in order to comply with minimum legal 
requirements, the meeting therefore: 

• ratified the banking arrangements that were already in place; 

• agreed that the current Chairman should act as RFO; 

• appointed an Internal Auditor; and 

• delegated authority to incur expenditure incur expenditure, up to a limit of £50, to the RFO, 
who would report such expenditure to the Meeting at the next opportunity. 

Following that meeting, the Chairman had, as agreed, circulated the draft Financial Regulations to 
everyone on the email distribution list and posted them at the Parish Meeting website, for 
discussion and potential adoption at today’s meeting. 

HW noted that the draft Regulations made reference to “insurance”, and asked if this was 
necessary. RW proposed that the Chairman should conduct a risk assessment to review the need 
for insurance; this was seconded by GC and agreed unanimously (Action: DF). SL expressed 
concern that there might be some liability in the event of a speeding motorist injuring a pedestrian, 
given that the previously-proposed speed awareness campaign had been cancelled. 

10. Standing Orders 
Whilst Financial Regulations are mandatory, a Parish Meeting (unlike a Parish Council) is not 
obliged to adopt Standing Orders; nevertheless, at the last meeting, the Chairman had felt that 
Standing Orders would provide a framework for the Financial Regulations. He had therefore 
tabled a set of model Standing Orders, abridged and adapted by other Parish Meetings from a 
template drawn up by NALC for Parish Councils, for review prior to the next meeting, when it 
could be decided whether or not to give the matter further consideration. 

Since then, in the light of recent legislative changes, NALC had issued an revised set of model 
Standing Orders, but these had been received too recently for the Chairman to have had sufficient 
time to prepare a revised draft for consideration at this meeting. He therefore suggested that the 
matter be deferred until the next meeting; in the meantime, he would revise the draft and circulate 
this to everyone on the email distribution list; this suggestion found general agreement. 

11. Issues of particular local importance: None. 

12. Matters raised by Electors: CHe pointed out that, following the recent resurfacing of Broadmoor 
Lane, standing water had become a problem at the eastern end of the lane. Furthermore, deep gaps 
remain between the edge of the new tarmac surface and the grass verge; these become less visible 
when filled with rainwater, posing a hazard to car wheels. WCC Highways had been out to look at 
the problem but no action had resulted. HW confirmed that there was no problem at the western 
end of Broadmoor Lane, and that he was grateful for the improvement. The Chairman undertook 
to raise the problems at the eastern end with WCC Highways (Action: DF). 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm with a glass (or two) of wine. 


